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VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, June 15, 2022, 7:00 PM 

Meeting location at the Franklin Village Hall 

32325 Franklin Road, Franklin, Michigan 48025 

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Pete Halick at 7:00 PM. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present:           Nicholas Bevins, Paul Brakeman, Pete Halick, Albert Ludwig, and Stuart Wooters 

 

Absent:           Linda Hiller Novak 

 

Also Present:  Chris Doozan, Planning Consultant, McKenna & Associates, Kathy Erlich, 

Village Council Liaison and Dana Hughes, Village Clerk 

 

III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

Motion by Bevins, seconded by Wooters to adopt the agenda. 

 

Ayes: Bevins, Brakeman, Halick, Ludwig, and Wooters 

Nays: None 

Absent: Novak 

Motion carried. 

 

IV. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

A. Regular Meeting, May 18, 2022 

 

Suggested Corrections: 

1. Page two (2), Under Discussion add an “s” to submit. 

2. Page four (4) Under Discussion of Land Analysis change sentence to read: This 

analysis inventories the trees in Franklin including heritage, dead and invasive 

trees. 

 

Motion by Wooters, seconded by Brakeman to approve the Minute of the Regular March 

16, as amended. 

 

Ayes: Bevins, Brakeman, Halick, Ludwig, and Wooters 

Nays: None 

Absent: Novak 

Motion carried. 
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V. PLANNING COMMISSION OFFICIALS REPORT 
 

A. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

Lamott spoke on Village Council meeting.  He reported that the upcoming budget was a big 

issue at the meeting. He explained that the Village is running a $400,000 deficit this year.  He 

discussed a possible tax increase on the ballot in November. He announced that the “Desirable 

Parking Layout” ordinance was approved. He stated that the Council reappointed the Planning 

Commission commissioners. Finally, he announced the Council adopted the DEI committee 

appointment process recommendation. The vacancy on the Planning Commission will be the first 

time it will be used. 

 

B. CHAIRPERSON 

 

No report. 

 

C. COMMISSIONER 

 

Ludwig announced the barn from the Pickering Farm has been secured. 

 

Halick added that the house has been secured too.  There are talks to move the house and barn to 

the very last slot next to a Catholic Church and preserving them there. He also mentioned there 

were 9 or 10 small outbuilding that people want.  

 

D. ZONING LIAISON 

 

No report. 

 

VI. BUDGET AND EXPENSES REPORT 

 

Discussion: 

❖ The Planning Commission it not anticipating going over its budgeted amount of $5,000 

before the closeout of this fiscal year. In fact, the Commission will come slightly under 

budget. 

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

No Public Comments. 

 

VIII. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Public Hearing Opened at 7:12 p.m. 

 

A. Sign Ordinance – Temporary and Personal Expression Signs  
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Chris Doozan 

He outlined a letter dated May 19th discussing temporary portable ground signs which included 

For Sale signs, political signs, personal expression signs and ideological signs. It was the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission that residents should be allowed to erect a four-

square foot portable ground sign, the typical size for a real estate for sale sign and up to two 

smaller portable ground signs measuring up to three square feet in area. The Commission agreed 

to eliminate time limits and by eliminating the time limits, there will be no need for sign 

registration. On the issue of location, the Commission concluded that temporary signs should be 

amended to require that portable ground sign be located at five feet from the paved travel surface 

or sidewalk. 
 

There's three parts that needed to be accomplished. It will read temporary signs and special 

display shall comply with following setback requirements. First on roads under the jurisdiction 

of the Village of Franklin, temporary signs and special display shall be set back a minimum of 

five feet from the paved or traveled road surface. Second on roads under the jurisdiction of 

Village of Franklin where there's a sidewalk, temporary signs and special display should be set 

back a minimum of five feet from the edge of the sidewalk toward the interior of the lot. And 

third on roads outside of the jurisdiction of the Village of Franklin, Telegraph, Inkster, 13 Mile 

and 14 Mile Roads, temporary signs and special display shall be located outside of the road 

right-of-way. 
 

The final item for the sign ordinance is no trespassing signs. Currently, No Trespassing signs are 

addressed in the sign ordinance. If the Planning Commission wishes to permit these signs, it 

would be addressed in Section 1474.10 under permitted exempt signs. It would read as follows 

No Trespassing signs shall be permitted provided each sign shall not exceed one square foot in 

area. And if there are multiple signs around the perimeter of the parcel, the signs shall be spaced 

a minimum distance of 330 feet. 
 

Discussion: 

❖ Could the Village of Franklin put a number of feet that is representative of what is outside of 

the right-of-way? 

➢ The number of feet varies depending on the road. 

❖ Will No Trespassing signs be part of the three-sign limit? 

➢ By making No Trespassing signs exempt they wouldn’t have to use their allotment 
 

Public Hearing Closed at 7:23 p.m. 

 

IX. Unfinished Business 
 

Sign Ordinance – Temporary and Personal Expression Signs 
 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Ludwig to a recommend to the Village Council to 

approve and accept the sign ordinance with amendments as presented. 
 

Ayes: Bevins, Brakeman, Halick, Ludwig, and Wooters 

Nays: None 

Absent: Novak 
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Motion carried. 
 

A. Discussion on Cellular Services 
 

Pete Halick, Planning Chairperson 

There will be a meeting to discuss the cellular services on June 16th.  The subcommittee is 

finalizing the process to do cellular coverage study. Once this is done, the Village will know 

where its’ coverage is weak. Then Village can review its options. 
 

Discussion: 

❖ Options: towers, working with cell providers or find other options 
 

B. Discussion on Light Ordinance 
 

Chris Doozan 

This evening, the Planning Commission received copies from Kentwood and Ann Arbor 

Lighting Ordinances. He did do additional research to find communities that use the Illuminating 

Engineering Society and didn’t find any.  
 

Doozan is recommending adopt an ordinance with one that includes an intent statement and what 

the Village’s purpose of having lighting regulations are. A series of definitions are needed and 

general recommendation. This will include the illumination levels that are the maximum 

illumination levels, expressed in foot candles or lumens. 
 

Discussion Items: 

❖ Will this ordinance pertain to new construction? 

➢ It would pertain to new lighting, just new lighting. 

❖ Other items discussed included foot candles, calvin light, and LED. 

❖ A few Planning Commissioners would like to complete informal survey. 
 

C.  Master Plan Review: Chapters 6 & 7 
 

Paul Brakeman, Planning Commissioner 

The Planning Commission will be reviewing and editing Chapters 6 & 7 of the Master Plan. 
 

Discussion 

❖ The Planning Commission discussed, reviewed, and updated chapters 6 & 7. 
 

D. Master Plan Implementation 

   1. Safety Pathways/Safe Walking Zones 

    a. Village Owned Land Inventory and Analysis 

    b. Safety Pathway Plan 

    c. Village of Franklin Connectivity Pathways 
 

Discussion: 

Village Owned Land Inventory and Analysis 

• Derwich Property 



 
Proceedings, Village of Franklin Planning Commission   

Regular Meeting, Wednesday, June 15, 2022, 7:00 P.M.  P a g e  | 5 

 

o First, he started looking at the tree survey and the survey indicated that 4.7% are 

heritage tree in good or excellent condition, 35.7% are protected trees in good 

condition. The there is 34.7% are any tree in fair condition.  It is noted in the tree 

survey that these trees should be considered for removal. Finally, 12.8% are any tree 

in poor or dead condition. It is noted in the tree survey that these trees need removal. 

o Page 2 of the wetlands survey shows there is wetland regulated by the Michigan 

Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy. There is about an acre of 

wetland on the Derwich property, but it also continues east and west of the property. 

He contacted EGLE and found out that a border could be constructed to cross the 

wetland. He then looked at the condition of the property. Given its dimensions and 

natural features, it would be well suited for impact path usage. Possible uses are as 

followed: 

▪ A woodshop path through the woods created from trees designated for 

removal on the survey. 

▪ Provide gravel parking off 13 Mile Road or by the Historical Museum. Then 

mark the entrance, rustic fencing and gate. 

▪ A special feature could be the installation of various types of birdhouses to 

attract different species of birds. 

▪ He attached two maps to show the planning concept 

 

Discussion: 

❖ Are the trees noted for consideration for removal, invasive trees? 

➢ It is believed that they are in a state of deterioration and are not worth saving. 

❖ There was discussion on the cost of this project. 

❖ There was discussion about the deed restriction on the Derwich property. 

 

IX. GENERAL COMMUNICATION 
 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates: Next Regularly Schedule Regular Meeting: July 20, 

2022, at 7:00 P.M.  
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Ludwig, seconded by Brakeman to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Ayes: Bevins, Brakeman, Halick, Ludwig, Novak and Wooters 

Nays: None 

Absent: Abbass 

Motion carried. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:28 P.M. 
 

 

 

__________________________ 

Dana Hughes, Village Clerk 
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Trees & Vegetation Management 

Vision 

More than any other natural resource, trees and natural vegetation mark the rural character of 

Franklin Village. The preservation of healthy trees and the regular replacement of dead or dying 

vegetation assure the Village of the continued visual and ecological benefits provided by a 

mature, diverse tree canopy, and corresponding, complementary smaller species of vegetation. 

  

Example of Franklin Village green open space. 
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Introduction 
Wooded areas and tree-lined streets contribute an 

invaluable benefit to the character of the Village. Trees 

and other vegetation provide an experience for all the 

senses and mark Franklin as a unique community within 

the region. Pressures of growth and development, 

coupled with age and disease, compel foresight and 

sound management plans to maintain this fragile, critical 

resource. 

History 
The 1977 Master Plan included a map of the major stands 

of vegetation in the Village. During the 1996 Plan update, 

it was determined that these stands had changed little 

over the past twenty years. Four major patterns of 

vegetation were apparent in the Village, which are still 

relevant today: 

• Over-mature deciduous canopy and evergreen trees, 

with an understory of ornamental trees and shrubs 

on maintained turf grass lawns. 

• Mature deciduous canopy trees with mixed 

evergreens and a naturally-occurring understory of 

shrubs and small trees. 

• Mixed-age and mixed-species stands of vegetation, 

primarily on undeveloped portions of residential lots. 

• Semi-mature deciduous and evergreen trees on 

smaller lots with turf grass lawns. 

The recent availability of the pressure sanitary sewer to 

owners of undeveloped property in Franklin meant that 

areas that were previously unbuildable could now be 

developed.  This put major tree stands in the Village at 

increased risk. 

Because of the great importance of trees and vegetation 

to residents, a Vegetation Management Report was 

completed in 1997, based on field surveys performed in 

the spring of the previous year. The report outlined the 

status of vegetation in Franklin, noting the age, relative 

health, and potential threats to trees and vegetated areas 

throughout the Village. The field data collected gave a 

general picture of the Village as a whole and was not 

intended to be exhaustive. 

However, the data were not encouraging.  It suggested 

that the tree canopy and other vegetation so important to 

Villagers was at great risk of disappearing in the next few 

decades and would result in drastic change in the 

microclimate and visual character of the Village. 

Relevant Issues 
Four major issues were identified. First, much of the 

existing vegetation was decades-old and mature or over-

mature. The effects of developed areas (higher 

temperatures, compacted soils, increased pollution) can 

significantly shorten a plant’s life expectancy. Trees can 

be in a state of decline for many years and still appear 

healthy, but they will eventually succumb to the pressures 

of age, development, disease, and weather.  

Second, the low diversity of vegetation species and ages 

in the Village is a concern. Many canopy trees are one of 

only a few species (silver maple, Colorado spruce, Norway 

spruce). In the chance that a pest or disease appears that 

affects a particular species (e.g., Dutch Elm Disease or the 

Emerald Ash Borer), a significant portion of the Village’s 

tree cover and vegetation may be quickly lost. 

Pathway on Fourteen Mile Road next to Cressbrook 

Subdivision. 
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Additionally, same-aged stands of trees become 

susceptible to the effects of age (weak branches or roots 

leading to vulnerability to wind or ice) at the same time, 

creating a potential for one severe event to wipe out 

numerous trees. 

Third, there was no replacement plan to provide young 

trees that will grow and provide a canopy when the 

existing trees are gone, or to replace trees removed 

because of development and redevelopment.  Trees are 

slow growing, and decades of time will be required to 

replace the current canopy and undisturbed areas with 

newly planted vegetation. 

The fourth issue of concern to Franklin’s vegetation was 

its location in road and utility rights-of-way. As companies 

and agencies outside the Village make decisions on road 

improvements or utility maintenance, the existing trees 

and vegetation that are “in the way” can suffer removal 

or irreparable damage. Adverse effects of location near 

roadways (high salt concentrations, automotive 

pollutants, physical damage from vehicles) also contribute 

to the decline of vegetation in rights-of-way.   

Accomplishments Since 
1997 

Tree Protection Ordinance 

In 2001, the Village Council adopted an ordinance to 

promote the health, safety and general welfare of Village 

residents through a regulatory program of tree 

protection. This program was designed to protect, 

preserve and conserve mature trees, to manage and 

provide oversight of the removal of problem trees, and to 

provide for the subsequent replacement of trees removed 

in the Village. 

The ordinance requires a permit for removal of any 

protected tree, mandates physical barriers to prevent 

damage to trees during construction activities and 

regulates the replacement of removed trees on a one-for-

one basis. Penalties for violation of the ordinance include 

stop-work orders, liability for a civil suit brought by the 

Village, and such penalties as accompany a municipal civil 

infraction. 

Heritage Tree List 

The heritage tree list, adopted in 1970 and revised in 

2001, lists trees that by virtue of their size (and therefore, 

age) are regarded by the Village to be of unique 

importance and worthy of special protection. 

Consideration was given to removing from the list trees 

that are undesirable as street-side plantings or that do 

not contribute to the rural character of the Village, such 

as crabapple or honey locust. 

Tree City USA 

The Village of Franklin received Tree City USA designation 

in 2004 from the National Arbor Day Foundation, a 

designation that which continues today. As a Tree City, 

the Village promotes trees as an important element of 

local character and is eligible for grant funding and 

educational materials related to planting and maintaining 

trees. To maintain its status as a Tree City USA, the Village 

must satisfy the following requirements: 

• Issue an annual Arbor Day proclamation by the 

Village Council and organize an Arbor Day 

celebration. National Arbor Day is the last Friday in 

April. 

• Appoint a citizen tree committee or park board that 

has responsibility for the care of trees within public 

right-of-ways and other public spaces. 

• Adopt guidelines specifying appropriate species for 

planting within the Village and typical planting 

details. 

• Spend at least $2 per capita on trees, whether on for 

purchase of new trees or maintenance of existing 

trees.  A cycle of pruning street trees and trees on 

public property on a three-to-five-year basis is often 

satisfactory. Inspection of street trees and trees on 

public property should occur several times a year. 

Contextual Zoning 

Prior to 2005, residential zoning regulations were quite 

generous, allowing up to 35% lot coverage and substantial 

grading.  Grading was permitted to allow construction of 

a lower level walkout, even when not warranted by the 

natural topography.  Overbuilding, out of scale 

construction, and widespread loss of tree cover were 

often the result. 
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A measure of control over these impacts was achieved in 

2005 with the adoption of contextual zoning regulations.  

These regulations disallow significant altering of grade.  

Equally significantly, the regulations establish increased 

side setback requirements, requiring minimum total side 

setbacks to be not less than one third of the lot width.  

The significance of the contextual zoning regulations with 

respect to trees and vegetation management is that less 

of the total lot will now be impacted by construction 

activity. 

Tree Survey and Tree Planting Program 

The Village has taken several steps to study and 

document the health characteristics of trees in the 

Village.  A study was completed in 2004 in which twenty 

percent (20%) of the trees in the right-of-way or on public 

spaces were surveyed to determine species, health, age, 

and other pertinent characteristics.   

A tree planting program was initiated in 2005, using a 

grant from the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources, resulting in the planting of trees in road rights-

of-way and on public lands, such as the Village Green.  

The Village followed up with a second tree planting in the 

summer of 2006, resulting in a total of 250 trees being 

planted.  The MDNR grants paid for $20,000 of cost and 

the Village paid $60,000 of the cost of the tree planting. A 

DTE grant was also used to plant an additional 17 trees in 

2011. 

Accomplishments Since 
2007 
Since 2006, 267 trees have been planted by the Village. 

This number is insignificant in comparison to actual loss to 

the mature tree canopy. Steps must be taken for the 

Village to preserve the tree canopy which is so highly 

prized by Franklin residents and visitors alike, and which is 

essential to Franklin’s character.  

Hazardous Tree Removal and Trimming 
Program 

In 2012, the Village authorized a $77,000 hazard tree 

removal and trimming program for trees in the public 

right-of-way. Recognizing that trees present a danger to 

life and property, approximately 296 trees, which were 

dead, dying, or showed signs of splitting or decay, were 

removed. Approximately 40 more trees required removal 

due to uprooting, severe lean, or showed unhealthy signs 

such as sucker growth. As part of this program, the sides 

of the roads were pruned back to increase visibility and to 

remove invasive species, such as buckthorn and box 

elders.  

Village Center Tree Planting 

As part of the 2021 Franklin Road reconstruction project, 

over twenty deciduous trees were planting in the right-of-

way in the Village Center.  Over time, these trees will 

grow to provide a beautiful canopy over Franklin Road. 

Health and Energy Benefits 

The landscape which knits Franklin together not only 

contributes to the Village’s unique visual character, but 

also provides health and energy benefits. The rich 

vegetative cover cleans polluted air via the process of 

photosynthesis, taking in carbon dioxide and releasing 

oxygen. Dust and other airborne particles adhere to leaf 

surfaces, leaving the air clearer and cleaner. 

Transpiration through leaves provides moisture in the air 

which, in combination with summer breezes, provides 

natural air conditioning. The summer comfort level in the 

wooded Village is noticeably different than the hot, dry 

"heat island effect" of more developed cities nearby. 

Trees, both large and small, provide a cooling shade 

canopy and respite from the summer sun. 

During the winter, evergreen vegetative cover blocks 

harsh winter winds, protecting buildings from heat loss 

and providing wind breaks for drifting snow. Deciduous 

trees which provide cooling shade in the summer allow 

radiant heat to passively warm south-facing buildings 

during the winter months. 
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Recommendations 
A review of the recommendations from the 2007 2015 Master Plan, as well as the accomplishments since then, suggest that 

the Village needs to take a more aggressive and proactive approach with respect to preserving and enhancing trees and other 

natural vegetation. It is recommended that the following steps be taken: 

1.  Construct Conduct a new vegetation 

management survey and tree inventory at 

least every ten years, like the one conducted 

in 1997, and prepare a corresponding report 

for purposes of comparison to assess the 

health of the forested and vegetated areas of 

the Village.  

2.  Conduct a new tree inventory.  

2.  Create, fund, and implement a Village-

wide Vegetation Management and 

Sustainability Program.  

3.  Hold Village-wide informational 

seminars or use the Village website to 

educate residents about the condition of 

Franklin’s trees, the requirements of the 

Tree Protection Ordinance, and as well as 

practical steps that Villagers can take to 

protect and enhance tree cover and 

vegetation. 

4.  Vigorously enforce the Tree Protection 

Ordinance and all other ordinances that 

which protect, enhance, or preserve 

Franklin’s vegetation and tree canopy.  

5.  Hire experienced specialists to perform 

routine pruning and inspection of trees on 

public property and or in the rights-of-way.  

6.  Maintain and enhance the Village’s 

vegetative cover through the tree 

maintenance, planting, and replacement 

program. 
• Implement a shrub and tree replacement program so 

that the natural, vegetative look of Franklin is 

maintained as existing plantings must be removed.  

• Promote the extensive planting of trees now to 

ensure to replace dead or diseased trees to maintain 

a desirable tree canopy.  sufficient canopy 

replacement as existing trees decline or die over the 

next ten to twenty years. 

• Replace dead, dying, or nuisance vegetation in utility 

rights-of-way with shrubs, grasses, and shorter trees 

that provide habitat and groundcover without 

interfering with overhead utility lines. 

7.  Take practical action to minimize damage 

to vegetation from pests, disease, and human 

activity. 
• Ensure that trees and other forms of vegetation 

planted along Village streets are planted in locations 

where they will not be damaged located outside the 

rights-of-way to prevent damage from road repairs 

and utilities maintenance. 

• Coordinate with utility companies regarding the 

location and long-term maintenance of new 

plantings near underground and overhead utility 

rights-of-way. Encourage utility crews to use sound 

pruning techniques to maintain a proper form for 

trees in the Village. 

• Prevent major pest or disease infestation through 

regular vegetation inspection and treatment of 

identified problems. 

• Review the current Tree Protection Ordinance and 

update as necessary to achieve desired results. 

8.  Encourage the preservation of the simple 

rural character of the Village by enhancing 

and preserving the rural scenic nature along 

main roads and boundaries, enhancing and 

protecting large open areas, and planting 

and maintaining vegetation along roads in 
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public areas that contribute to rural 

character.  
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Traffic & Circulation 

Vision 

The circulation system in the Village of Franklin consists of roads and pathways that provide a 

safe, efficient and pleasant way to travel by vehicle or on foot.  The road system consists of a 

network of interconnected roads designed for moderate speeds, so that drivers can enjoy the 

pleasures of the natural roadside environment.  Equally important are the pathways for non-

motorized transportation, which extend throughout the Village and are designed to curve in 

and around natural features so as to blend into the environment. 

Franklin Village Welcome Sign 
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History and Present 
Context 
Franklin residents are primarily dependent on automobile 

travel and the region’s arterial road network for access to 

employment, schools, shopping, and services.  The low-

density character of Franklin and its lack of employment 

centers requires travel to other communities to meet 

these needs, and, in turn, most of the Village Center 

patrons come from outside of Franklin.   Fortunately, 

Franklin is well-served by the regional road network, with 

Telegraph Road and Northwestern Highway providing 

vehicle access throughout the area. 

In addition to providing good access to and from Franklin, 

the local arterial and collector roads carry heavy traffic 

along the periphery of the Village. Franklin Road and 

Thirteen Mile Road carry a substantial amount of traffic 

through Franklin.  These traffic levels, driven by the past 

few decades of development in western Oakland County, 

continue to be a concern for the community. 

As highlighted in Chapter Two, Inventory and Analysis, the 

older major roadways are connected to Franklin’s 

neighborhoods by a local system of curvilinear residential 

streets in a pattern of development begun in the 1920s.  

These narrower winding streets and cul-de-sacs carry 

neighborhood traffic at lower speeds, and are shared by 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

Compliance with Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act 

It is the express intent of this Master Plan to be in full 

compliance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act 

(MPEA), Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended.  The MPEA 

was amended in 2010 to include a requirement that 

master plans for Michigan communities include planning 

activities for “complete streets”. Complete Streets are 

designed to accommodate a variety of users and aim to 

create comfortable environments for the safe and 

enjoyable movement of pedestrians, bicyclists, public 

transportation users and drivers. This approach not only 

looks at the roadway itself but the adjacent land within 

the right-of-way and intersections to efficiently provide 

transportation options for multiple types of users.  

 

 

Specifically, the MPEA requires that master plans detail 

“all components of a transportation system and their 

interconnectivity including streets and bridges, public 

transit including public transportation facilities and 

routes, bicycle facilities, pedestrian ways, freight facilities 

and routes, port facilities, railroad facilities, and airports, 

to provide for the safe and efficient movement of people 

and goods in a manner that is appropriate to the context 

of the community and, as applicable, considers all legal 

users of the public right-of-way”.  

In Franklin’s case, an interconnected transportation 

system includes including streets and bridges, bicycle 

facilities and pedestrian ways for Village residents and 

visitors. This chapter details both motorized and non-

motorized priorities for the Village and is in compliance 

with the MPEA.  

Roadway Role in Defining Village Character 

In addition to providing access to regional amenities, the 

arterial road system provides context and definition for 

the Village.  Franklin is bounded on three sides by 

Telegraph Road, Inkster Road, and Fourteen Mile Road 

which provides distinct and recognizable edges to the 

Village.  These edges are reinforced by the existing 

zoning, which designates the lots along these borders as 

low-density residential, and are buffered by ample 

landscaping. In contrast to the office developments and 

parking lots across the street at many points on Franklin’s 

borders, past construction projects on Telegraph Road 

have been limited and only when appropriate to include 

adequate landscaping for screening and buffering.  

The surrounding major roads remain important places 

from which individuals view and/or experience the 

community.  Sections of Thirteen Mile Road, Fourteen 

Mile Road, and Franklin Road still remain country like 

style roadways that are pleasant to drive when traffic 

volumes are low. These streets are lined with visual 

Franklin Road looking north. 
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elements that help to define the character and history of 

the Village: fences of pickets, iron, or split rails, older 

trees, wildflowers, and glimpses of manicured lawns and 

gardens. 

While residents may rely on automobile travel to reach 

jobs and shopping, they have expressed significant and 

increasing an interest in creating and maintaining paths or 

trails within the Village for recreational use, as noted in 

Chapter 2.  The goal of these paths would be is to provide 

for walking or cycling, without traveling on the major 

arterials, and to connect neighborhoods to natural areas 

within the Village and the Village Center.  The p Pathways 

should be designed as part of the landscape, curving 

around trees and natural contours.  

Regional Conditions 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) developed 

the National Functional Classification (NFC) to classify all 

highways, streets, and roads according to their function. 

This system has been in place since the 1960s and is 

recognized as the official road classification system by the 

FHWA.  

The major roads that serve Franklin are classified as 

follows and represented on Map 10: Traffic Analysis. 

These two street types - principal arterials and minor 

arterials - have characteristics that distinguish them from 

one another. Principal arterials are the prominent road 

type in NFC hierarchy and provide high speed, 

uninterrupted travel with limited access or restricted 

access to regionally important urban areas and amenities. 

Minor arterials are similar in function to principal arterials 

but generally carry less traffic and connect to smaller 

urban centers. All of the remaining roads in Franklin are 

consider local roads which primarily provide access to 

property and include residential streets. 

 

Table 9.1: Road Classifications 

Road Type 

Telegraph Road Principal Arterial 

Northwestern Highway Principal Arterial 

Fourteen Mile Road Minor Arterial 

Thirteen Mile Road Minor Arterial 

Inkster Road Minor Arterial 

Franklin Road Minor Arterial 

Based on FHWA National Functional Classification 

Telegraph Road 

Telegraph Road, a multi-lane state highway (M-24), forms 

the eastern boundary of the Village.  Telegraph Road is a 

major north-south route, providing residents with access 

to Oakland County facilities in Pontiac, M-10 and 

Interstate 696 to the south, and Metro Airport and 

Wayne County to the south.  In addition to being a 

regional carrier of through traffic, Telegraph Road handles 

thousands of trips generated by offices and commercial 

establishments that front the corridor. 

Northwestern Highway 

This multi-lane divided highway slices along the 

southwestern boundary of the Village to Twelve Mile 

Road and then continues as the Lodge Freeway (M-10) 

into Southfield and Detroit. The highway is important to 

Franklin because of the accessibility and entry to the 

Village provided at Franklin Road as the link to Interstate 

696 and the northern boundary of land outside the Village 

proposed for intensive development. 

Northwestern Highway currently exists as a limited access 

thoroughfare with has a right-of-way of 204 feet with and 

primary intersections at both Franklin Road and Inkster 

Road. According to SEMCOG, the highway accommodates 

regional traffic volumes destined toward Southfield and 

Detroit. 

The narrowing of Northwestern Highway from six lanes to 

four adjacent to the Village of Franklin can create a 

bottleneck at peak traffic periods, causing traffic to divert 

through the Village. The Michigan Department of 

Transportation and the Road Commission for Oakland 

County have discussed widening Northwestern Highway 

to six lanes. However, these discussions have not led to 

widening in the past, because improved traffic flow for 
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this segment would not lead to a comparable network at 

its northern terminus. 

Fourteen Mile Road 

This road is classified as a minor arterial road and the 

current right-of-way varies from 66 to 120 feet in width. 

The intersection at Telegraph Road is signalized to control 

traffic speeds and congestion.  Fourteen Mile is not 

currently paved between Franklin Road and Inkster Road, 

and conditions on that segment of road limit speed 

significantly. Currently, there are no posted speed limit 

signs on the unpaved segment. 

Thirteen Mile Road 

Thirteen Mile Road is classified as a minor arterial and will 

continue to accommodate through traffic and local trips 

of moderate length. However, w With the improvement 

of Twelve Mile and Maple Roads (Fifteen Mile) Roads as 

regional east-west arterial roads, Thirteen Mile Road 

should be retained as a minor arterial.  

The character of the roadway and the function it serves 

by bisecting the Village should be carefully evaluated 

before any improvements to the roadway are 

recommended. Maintaining the rural character along the 

roadside will be important. 

Inkster Road 

Inkster Road forms the western boundary of the Village 

and exists as a minor arterial roadway. The road serves 

moderate traffic volumes that are generated by land uses 

along the road, plus through traffic making connections 

with Northwestern Highway. 

Franklin Road 

Franklin Road is a two-lane also classified as a minor 

arterial road and features two lanes that forms the spine 

of the Village Center. It is also an important element in 

Table 9.2: Franklin Village Traffic Volumes 

Location AADT AADT 

Fourteen Mile Road 

 2-WAY, between Inkster and Franklin 2,170 2018 

 2-WAY, between Telegraph and Franklin 4,040 2019 

Thirteen Mile Road 

 2-WAY, between Inkster and Franklin 4,040 2018 

 2-WAY, between Telegraph and Franklin 7,750 2018 

Inkster Road 

 NB, south of Fourteen Mile Road 4,613 2014 

 NB, south of Thirteen Mile Road 3,470 2019 

 SB, north of Thirteen Mile Road 2,910 2019 

 SB, north of Northwestern Hwy. 2,817 2012 

Franklin Road 

 NB, south of Fourteen Mile Road  3,050 2016 

 SB, north of Fourteen Mile Road (in Bloomfield Twp.) 2,250 2016 

 NB, south of Thirteen Mile Road 2,220 2016 

 SB, north of Thirteen Mile Road 2,070 2016 

Telegraph Road 

 NB, south of Fourteen Mile Road 34,740 2008 

 NB, south of Thirteen Mile Road 32,360 2009 

 SB, north of Thirteen Mile Road 33,070 2009 

AADT = Annual Average Daily Volume   
NB = Northbound SB = Soutbound 
Sources: SEMCOG 
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defining the character of the Historic District. The road 

varies in both right-of-way and pavement widths along its 

route, and parking is provided along certain portions of 

the roadway within the Village Center. The roadway has 

become an important local route that is primarily used by 

residents of Franklin Village and Bloomfield Township and 

the major traffic generators in these communities. 

Traffic Volume, Speed, and Safety 

One of the most frequently stated concerns about 

Franklin’s transportation network is traffic—both quantity 

and speed have been of concern to Franklin residents for 

decades.  As shown in Table 9.2, traffic volumes have 

remained stable since the early 2000s with minor 

decreases in traffic volumes along Telegraph and 

Fourteen Mile Road. Additionally, Franklin and Scenic 

Highway experienced a greater decrease in traffic 

volumes than the periphery roads. However, traffic 

volumes have increased in the southern area of the 

Village, primarily at the Inkster Road and Northwestern 

Highway.  

Reducing the quantity of traffic traveling through and 

around Franklin is an unrealistic goal, considering the 

continued development of areas to the north and west, 

and the region’s reliance on the road network for 

transportation.  However, Franklin can continue to 

minimize the impact of this traffic on the Village.  Several 

of the policies recommended in the 1996 Update are still 

relevant, such as the widening of Telegraph Road and 

Northwestern Highway, to prevent diversion of traffic 

through the Village, and the prevention of capacity-

increasing road projects within the Village. 

Traffic Volume, Speed, and Safety 

Traffic volumes and speeds have been concerns of 

Franklin residents for decades.  With respect to traffic 

volumes, the data collected be SEMCOG indicate that 

traffic in the Village has general been decreasing on most 

arterial roads, with the exception of Fourteen Mile Road, 

between Inkster and Franklin Roads; Inkster Road, 

between Thirteen and Fourteen Mile Roads; and 

Northwestern Highway in the vicinity of Inkster Road. 

Reducing the volume of traffic traveling within and 

around Franklin is an unrealistic goal, considering the 

continued development of areas to the north and west, 

and the region’s reliance on the road network for 

transportation.  With respect to the Village Center, 

reducing traffic would be counterproductive because 

commercial businesses rely on passby traffic to generate 

customers. 

Franklin can minimize the impact of traffic on the Village 

by preventing capacity-increasing road projects within the 

Village and implementing proven traffic calming 

measures.  Such efforts would deter the diversion of 

traffic through the Village. 

Speeding is also remains a concern in Franklin, especially 

on the segments of Thirteen Mile, Fourteen Mile, and 

Franklin Roads where hills or curves limit sight 

distances.  Where these speeds cannot be reduced 

through enforcement of existing limits, or other 

measures, other tactics may be used to address the 

concerns caused by speeding.  Creating alternate routes 

for pedestrians and cyclists would also help ensure their 

safety. 

Table 9.3: Traffic Crashes at Franklin Village Intersections1 

Location Annual Crash Average2 2019 Total 

Inkster at Fourteen Mile 1 0 

Franklin at Fourteen Mile 1 2 

Telegraph at Fourteen Mile 12 13 

Inkster at Scenic Highway 0 0 

Franklin at Scenic Highway 0 0 

Inkster at Thirteen Mile 5 6 

Franklin at Thirteen Mile 7 8 

Telegraph at Thirteen Mile 19 16 

Inkster at Northwestern Highway 8 7 

Footnotes: 1 Data cover crashes within 150 ft. of the intersection. 

 2 Annual Crash Average covers the years 2015 to 2019. 
Source: SEMCOG  
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Not surprisingly, most traffic crashes in the Village of 

Franklin take place at the major intersections at the 

periphery of the Village, where traffic is heaviest.  heavy. 

As shown in Table 9.3, Telegraph at both Thirteen Mile 

and Fourteen Mile have high crash rates. Since 2004 the 

number of crashes at both Northwestern Highway and 

Inkster and Franklin Road and Fourteen Mile has 

increased significantly.  

The number of crashes at Franklin Road and Thirteen Mile 

in 2013 is the same as 2004. This is partially due to the 

design of the intersection as Franklin Road approaches at 

an angle from the south. The addition of a “No Turn on 

Red” aerial sign box next to the traffic light might bring 

greater awareness to the intersection and prevent future 

incidents.  

Circulation System Accomplishments 

To Franklin Village residents, both the character of 

Franklin Road and its ability to accommodate traffic and 

parking are important concerns.  In 2001, Franklin Road, 

between Thirteen Mile and Fourteen Mile Roads was 

repaved at a cost of $1.2 million. Crosswalks and new 

signage were included in the project. 

Signalized traffic controls have been located at Thirteen 

Mile Road and Fourteen Mile Road. A flashing light also 

exists at the Scenic Highway intersection. Nevertheless, 

residents have complained about excessive traffic speeds 

along Franklin Road since the early 1970s. The speed limit 

through the Village Center has been reduced to 25 miles 

per hour, which has also resulted in complaints about an 

“unnatural” slowing of normal traffic patterns. In 2005, 

the Village installed a speed indicator on northbound 

Franklin Road to help people be more aware of their 

speeds as they enter the historic district. 

Additionally, the newly installed crosswalks in the Village 

Center provide visual and sound cues to drivers to slow 

down, and the on-street parking at the Post Office creates 

a visual narrowing of the roadway.  Together, these 

measures should cause traffic to move more slowly and 

cautiously through the Village Center. 

In 2019, the Village completed a Village-wide residential 

street improvement program at a cost of approximately 

$1.3 million.   

As noted previously, in 2020-2021, the Village completed 

a major streetscape upgrade in the Village Center, costing 

approximately $2 million.  Franklin road was repaved, 

curbs and gutters were added, street lights were installed, 

street trees were planted, and sidewalks were 

constructed. 
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Circulation System Issues 
In addition to the ongoing concerns of traffic volumes, 

speed, and safety mentioned, a number of other 

challenges and opportunities surround Franklin’s 

circulation ory system. 

Access Control on Major Roads 

As traffic volumes are unlikely to decrease in the Franklin 

area, the most likely One way to reduce congestion on 

Franklin roads is to implement traffic control measures to 

facilitate the smooth flow of traffic on arterial roads 

surrounding Franklin.  Such action will encourage through 

traffic to use the arterial roads rather than travel on roads 

through the Village.   

Cul-de-sac streets found in some locations in Franklin 

exacerbate congestion on minor arterial roads in the 

Village.  Cul-de-sacs force all traffic out to the arterial 

roads, even when a resident only wants to travel from on 

neighborhood to the next.  A better option is an 

interconnected road network that provides more 

directional choices.   smooth traffic flow.  Smoother flow 

on the arterials surrounding Franklin can encourage 

through traffic to use those routes, rather than diverting 

through the Village. 

The cul-de-sac streets found in some portions of Franklin 

Village exacerbate these problems.  By providing 

residents with only one way to reach their homes, these 

streets force residents to suffer from congestion on a 

particular arterial, regardless of their destination.  

Residential street layouts that provide a choice between 

arterial roads allow residents to choose routes that avoid 

the worst congestion, which also reduces their 

contribution to local congestion. 

Village Center Parking 

Off-street parking in Franklin primarily serves the Village 

Center businesses and civic facilities.  The 2011 analysis of 

the state of parking in Village Commercial District 

recognized that the businesses had enough parking 

overall, but that the parking was fragmented and required 

use of Franklin Road to travel between parking areas.  

That Plan recommended that parking areas be better 

connected to one another to allow more efficient use and 

reduce the effect of parking entrances and exits on 

congestion. While the effect of creating congestion may 

be desirable in the Village Center to keep traffic slow, t 

The large number of access points could pose a safety 

problem, particularly where driveways are adjacent to 

one another.  The frequent vehicle access points create 

potential conflicts not only with vehicles on Franklin Road, 

but with pedestrians walking between businesses. 

The recommendation that parking areas be better 

connected to one another has not yet been widely 

implemented – most of the parking lots behind Village 

Center businesses are still physically separated, though 

joining them in some cases would require only removal of 

a chain or other barrier between them.  The sidewalk on 

the east side of Franklin provides easier pedestrian access 

throughout the Village Center from any parking area, but 

connecting parking areas would still serve to decrease 

entrances and exits onto Franklin Road. 

2011 Analysis of the 
State of Parking in the 
Village  

Commercial District 

Prompted by concern over parking problems in the 

Village’s Commercial District, the Planning Commission 

was charged with identifying and validating the parking 

issues and identifying ways to solve them. A Parking 

Committee, consisting of various stakeholders, members 

of the Village government, and a representative of the 

Planning Commission was formed in order to prepare a 

systematic review. A key finding was that, on a district-by-

district basis, there was sufficient parking to meet the 

Village’s needs. Some themes which that were consistent 

with prior reports included: 

• Franklin Road would benefit from a reduction in the 

number of ingress and egress points; 

• Benefits could be achieved by combining and 

restriping adjoining parking lots; 

• Parking facilities could be better identified for 

patrons; 

• Maintenance for parking facilities to ensure they are 

in prime condition is important to avoid casting a 

negative image on the respective businesses and the 

Village as a whole; and 
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• Greater efficiency could be obtained by restriping or 

striping existing unstriped lots. 

The Parking Committee reported that it did not find 

parking deficiencies to be a serious problem, except 

during special events. The Committee also felt strongly 

that there are several vehicular and pedestrian circulation 

improvements that should be addressed in the interest of 

the safety and aesthetics, and to make the best use of 

buildings in the Village Center. Additionally, the 

Committee found that the parking lot serving the Market 

Basket, Fitness Driven, and Farmhouse requires attention. 

The Committee provided specific recommendations for 

the parking lot serving Driven Personal Trainer (previously 

Market Basket and Farmhouse coffee shop). 

The analysis, dated August 5, 2011, is quite detailed and 

any attempt to accurately summarize the data or 

corresponding findings is not feasible within the confines 

of the 2015  this Master Plan update. Accordingly, that 

analysis is incorporated herein by reference so that the 

underlying data and findings may be viewed in their 

entirety.  

Fire Department Parking for Civic Uses 

The Franklin Bingham Farms Fire Department has limited 

space and inadequate parking.  The fire hall was built in 

1959 and was added onto in 2005.  Currently, the 

department has a full-time Chief, 3 full-time fire fighters, 

a part-time clerk, and 49 25 volunteers, nearly all of 

whom live outside of Franklin.  A dozen may be at the fire 

hall at any time with several more up to 30 present on 

occasion for meetings.  There is little delineation between 

the department’s lot and the adjoining service station, so 

vehicles accessing or waiting for service next door 

occasionally intrude onto the fire hall lot.  These 

conditions are tolerated, however, as no space exists to 

provide for the department’s peak parking needs.  When 

needed, firefighters park their vehicles along the street. 

Roadway Rural Character  

The role of the roadways in presenting Franklin’s rural 

character to residents and visitors means that  Preserving 

roadside rural character is essential in maintaining 

Franklin’s sense of place.  The 1997 Master Plan Update 

called for scenic corridor protection plans to be created 

for this purpose, though this project has not progressed.  

The roadside image of Franklin could be harmed in the 

processes of development, future road expansion or 

repairs, or utility work, without policies in place to 

mitigate damage and reinforce the existing character.  

Some action has been taken to prevent damage, such as 

maintenance tree trimming by the Village to prevent 

utility companies from seeing a need to make more 

drastic cuts. 
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Roadway Maintenance Needs 

Beginning to show deterioration since the 2000 – 2001 

Paving Program, the Village will need to consider a future 

road rehabilitation program that may require a millage to 

cover the costs.  Roads under the jurisdiction of Franklin 

are in excellent condition as a result of two multi-million-

dollar road improvement programs in 2019 and 2020-

2021.  Ongoing improvement to roads under the 

jurisdiction of the Road Commission for Oakland County is 

warranted (Thirteen Mile Road, Fourteen Mile Road, 

between Franklin Road and Telegraph Road, and Inkster 

Road.  A preservation overlay project is planned for 

Thirteen Mile Road, between Inkster and Telegraph 

Roads, by the Road Commission in 2023. 

Franklin does have a small amount of unpaved roadways, 

has a few unpaved roads, notably Fourteen Mile Road, 

west of Franklin Road.  While this the gravel road is prone 

to potholes and produces dust, which are nuisances to 

neighboring residents, road conditions here force low 

traffic speeds and limit the total amount volume of traffic 

using this road.  Paving would likely encourage an 

increase in traffic by making Fourteen Mile a reasonable 

an alternative east-west route, to Thirteen Mile or Maple 

Road, which might have a negative effect on neighboring 

residents.  

Franklin’s large treed lots. 
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Non-motorized Transportation 

The high-traffic roads running through and around 

Franklin limit the enjoyment of pedestrians and cyclists.  

As most of the Village lacks off-street pedestrian facilities, 

the traffic speeds or volumes on main arterial roads can 

make pedestrians feel unsafe.  This is particularly an issue 

for the neighborhoods to the south of Thirteen Mile Road, 

which serves as a barrier to visiting the Village Center and 

civic facilities.  Within the Village Center, a sidewalk and 

pedestrian crosswalks ease pedestrian circulation. 

While sidewalks are prohibited in most of Franklin by the 

Village Charter, as part of the effort to maintain a rural 

character, residents have indicated support for non-

motorized facilities that have a “trail” or “path” feel.1  

These non-motorized trails could run in the rights-of-way 

of major roads, pulling away from the street and buffered 

by landscaping where space allowed. Marked pedestrian 

crossings with push-button activated flashing red lights is 

are an option for safe passage.  To date, these trails have 

not been created, though interest still exists. 

The cul-de-sac layout of some of Franklin’s residential 

streets presents another pedestrian concern; while these 

neighborhood streets are themselves safe and peaceful, 

many of them have outlets only onto major arterial 

streets, providing residents without good walking or 

cycling routes to other neighborhoods or the Village 

Center.  As mentioned previously, s Some of these cul-de-

sacs might be connected to one another to provide better 

access within the Village for all types of local users; 

connecting cul-de-sacs to each other or to major roads 

with non-motorized trails could be effective even in those 

locations where new vehicle connections are not 

appropriate.  Additional non-motorized trails could be 

added to link neighborhoods together. These trails could 

provide new, shorter and safer routes for pedestrians and 

cyclists to move within the Village limits. 

Because of the area’s land use patterns, little is within 

walking distance outside of the Village limits, with the 

regional arterials of Telegraph Road and Northwestern 

Highway creating special challenges for pedestrians.  

While mass public transit lines do not run through the 

Village, the Telegraph Road route run by SMART does 

have stops along the edge of Franklin (Route 375, which 

runs between Pontiac and Old Redford). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 As a result of action taken by voters on May 4, 2021, 

Chapter XI, Section 5, of the Village Charter reads as follows: 
“The Council shall not have the power to construct any new 

sidewalks in residential areas, except that construction of 
new sidewalks shall be allowed along Franklin Road and 
Thirteen Mile Road.”  
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Recommendations 
The following actions could be taken by the Village to address some of the issues mentioned and take advantage of 

opportunities to improve the Village’s circulation ory network. 

 

1.  Plan to preserve scenic corridors. 

In order t To preserve the contribution that roadside 

views make to the image and character of Franklin, 

corridor plans should be prepared for the arterial major 

roads ways that border outline and pass through Franklin.  

Where adjacent land use in neighboring municipalities is 

compatible, such as along Fourteen Mile in Bloomfield 

Township, stakeholders in those communities should be 

involved to maximize the impact.  This c Corridor planning 

would should involve community members to define the 

visual elements that enhance or detract from the desired 

character, and identify opportunities and constraints 

along each of the major roads in the Village. 

This statement of the desired character would be used to 

examine the Zoning Ordinance and ensure that setbacks, 

landscaping, and other requirements contribute 

positively.  The defined character would also serve as a 

reference when considering walking and biking paths 

along the road way corridors.  While the roads within 

Franklin do not qualify for the State’s Natural Beauty 

Roads or Michigan Heritage Routes programs, the 

corridor plans would help to ensure that any future road 

work done in the Village adds to the stated character, 

rather than detracting, providing guidance for the 

“context sensitive design solutions” process that is 

gaining acceptance by importance in road way agencies.  

 

2.  Improve amenities for pedestrians and 
other non-motorized users. 

A number of potential projects could improve residents’ 

access to the Village Center and throughout Franklin.  

Creating paths for pedestrians and cyclists along major 

road right-of-ways would allow these users to travel more 

safely.  Paths connecting neighborhood streets local roads 

to one another could provide for easier access to the 

Village Center’s amenities and foster more of a sense of 

connection between neighborhoods.  Safe pedestrian 

crossings of Thirteen Mile Road and Fourteen Mile Road, 

particularly at Franklin Road, would increase activity in 

the Village Center that area, encouraging enjoyment of 

the historic district and support for the local businesses 

located there. 

Creating paths alongside major roads in Franklin would 

allow for pedestrians and cyclists and other users to move 

around Franklin more safely and pleasantly.  Since the 

look and feel of roadside areas is a significant part of 

Franklin’s character, these paths will need to be designed 

to complement the atmosphere of the Village. To provide 

a more trail-like character, paths should be curved to 

follow land contours and to integrate with landscaping, as 

the road right-of-way allows.  A variety of trail path 

materials is available and should be evaluated.  

Thirteen Mile Road is of special concern to non-motorized 

users.  Since the highest traffic levels volumes internally 

within the Village occur at the intersection of Thirteen 

Mile and Franklin Road, and Thirteen Mile generally cuts 

off the southern neighborhoods of Franklin from the 

Village Center, a safe crossing of Thirteen Mile is needed 

for pedestrians and other non-motorized users.  The 1997 

Traffic Calming Report rejects the option of pedestrian 

bridges as both being unsightly and only providing for 

addressing the needs of some non-motorized users.  The 

report suggests tunneling under Thirteen Mile, where 

terrain permits, to provide a more accessible and less 

visually obtrusive crossing.  This option has been deemed 

impractical, because of engineering and funding concerns.  

A less costly option that should be investigated involves Franklin Road looking south. 
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the designation of crossing areas with pavement striping 

and possibly pedestrian-activated flashing red traffic 

signals. 

Pedestrian crossings at the Fourteen Mile and Franklin 

Road intersection would provide an immediate benefit, 

by encouraging visitors to the Franklin Cider Mill to also 

visit the Village Center.  The Cider Mill is possibly one of 

Franklin’s most significant attractions, despite not being 

within the Village proper.  Creating a visible connection 

between the Cider Mill and the Village Center area would 

encourage foot traffic, allowing visitors to park once and 

visit both historic areas.  This is especially important since 

a Farmers’ Market was established, drawing visitors 

through the Village Center from one end to the other. 

Since these non-motorized amenities are a priority for 

Village residents, a dedicated committee or task force 

should be created immediately to ensure that specific 

pathway plans are produced. 

3.  Design for speed control on Village 
streets. 

The physical features in the Village Center that limit 

speeding, such as textured crosswalks, on-street parking 

at the post office, and the electronic sign displaying 

drivers’ speeds, would not be appropriate for other areas 

in Franklin.  The Village should reject “road 

improvements” that encourage faster speeds, such as 

road widening and added lanes.  The fact that design 

features do affect speed, however, can be applied 

throughout.  The Village should continue to reject any 

suggestions of expansions or turn lanes on the interior 

major roads, as these features would encourage 

speeding.  Design options for reducing speeds from 

current levels are limited on arterial roads, the major 

roads, but include using trees and other landscape 

features within the right-of-way to provide a visual 

narrowing effect, encouraging drivers to slow down. 

 

  

Telegraph Road at Fourteen Mile Road, looking south. 
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